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THS PREACHER. 
‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortatios, to doctrine.’ 


A SERDICN, 
ON THE JUDGEMENT OF THE WORLD. 
BY-L. 8S. EVERETT. 
Delivered at AuburnyN. Y. on the 3d Sabbath in No- 
vember 1827—BY REQUEST. 

« For the time is come that jadgement must begin at 
the house of God; and if it first begin at us, what 
shall. the end be of them that obey not the gospel of 
God? And if the righteons shail scarcely be ‘saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinuer appear ?”— 
i. Peter, i?. 17, 18. 

There is no subject.presented for our con 
sideration more difficult of comprehension, to 
persons of ordinary minds and attainments, 
than that of the judgement spoken of in the 
scriptures, and the consequences of it. The 
difficulty, however, does not arise from any un- 
common ititriGacy Inthe subject itseif, but 
from the eafly impressions we have received 
rolative to it. Education tas a 
fluence our mihds, and gives 
a bias to the anderstanding through life. He, 
therefore, is happily situated, who can so far 
divest himself of these impressions as to judge 
impartially of the subject before us: For who 
has not already formed an opinion of its bear- 
ing ? I presume to say, that almost every per- 
son who now hears me, has already formed an 
idea of the import of our text, and perhaps no 
two think exactly alike. 

Ido not set myself up as your oracle, breth- 
ren, nor do I presume to think that my opinion 
is infallibly correct.. I know, that it is my 
intention to speak candidly my sentiments on 
this subject ; but -ome new light may hereaf- 
ter be thrown into my mind, which may cause 
metothink different'y I will therefore only 
ask you to give my arguments a patient hear- 
ing and prayer{::! consideration ; while it will 
remain your privilege to adopt or reject them, 
as candour sha!! dictate. 

Before 1 proceed to an elucidation of the 
text, it is proper that we should briefly notice 
the common opinions on this eubject ; and 
where they appear incorrect | shall undertake 
to refute them. 

_ It is supposed, by our opponents, that the 
judgement here mentioned, is totake place at 
the end of time: That then, all mankind will 
be summoned to appear before the bar of God, 
and be judged: That then, some will be ta- 
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ken ihte the presence of God, there toremain 
forever; and others, doomed to never ceasin 
torment, Of the most exquisite Kind ¢ 

from this dreadful misery, the rightec { 
scarcely be saved; while the ungodly, and the » 
sinner, will appear in théir torment, to the de- 
lighted vision of the saints, which will in- 
erease the joy of the righteous, and “thé glory 
of God. This. kind hedrers, isthe common 
opinion of this subject, as nearly as | can find 
Words to express it ; and it is our privilege, at 
this time, to see how far it comports with the 
reason and fitness of things: And Lhope you 
will not be surprized gor offended when f in- 
form-you, that, veither of these particulars ap- 
pears to me +o be consistent with truth, 

1. ‘That the judgement bere mentioned is 
not to take place at the endof time, is evident 
frortithe phraseology of the text itself. It ig 
said ‘* the time is come when judgement must 
begin,” &c. ‘ Now the common notion is, that 
this judgement will not begin untij Christ ap- 
pears, personally to judge the world ; and that 
he wil wut dppoer ‘pefsonallysgntil the end of 
time: Of course, therefore, the text, in itself, 
is a plain refutation of the common opinion. 
But add to this the context, which I shall pre- 
sently consider, and there will be no room to 
doubt the correctness of this conclusion. 

2. The notion that all mankind are to be 
summoned before ** the bar of God,” at any 
one particular time, tobe judged either here 
or hereafier, is entirely gratuitous. For such 
a judgement would be unnecessary. Nor will 
the doctrines of our opponents admit of any 
such thing, when considered in their proper 
light. 

“The doctrine of predestination and election 
teaches, that a certain and a definite number 
of mankind were chesen from all eternity to 
everlasting glory, without any foresight of 
faith or good works; and that the rest. were 
ordained to wrath—not because they had béen, 
or would be any worse sinners ‘than othersy 
but because God pleased to pass them by, “ to 
the praise of his vindictive justice.” Now, the 
object of a judgement day'would seem to be, to 
ascertain the degree of guilt incurred, apd 
give sentence accordingly. This is said to be 
the object, by those who majntain that there 
will be a judgement day of the kind I am con- 
sidering. But, it really seems to me, that God 
might save himself the trouble of instituting a 
judgement for the purpose of inquiring inte the 
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~ ‘tis. Hence, then, the inquiry at the day of 


(Claims of. mankind toa seat in heaven; for iif 


_ proper exercise of our powers and faculties; 
" Yet theycontend that an imputation of Christs’ }doctrine so abominable; and reason is ac- 


1g 





whe did not know who were to be saved, and 
who damned, he might consult Calvin’s insti. 
tutes, which would tell him all about it! Nor 
would there be any need of examining the 
character, and conduct of mankind; for the 
iniquities of many ap old sinner, who had been 
elected before tle foundation of the world, 
would not be brought into the account; and 
as for the non-elect, if they had happened to 
‘be tolerably mora! people, their morality would 
do them no good—as they tell us, that even 
the prayers of such persons are an abomina- 
tion in the sight of God ! 

The doctrine of the Arminians is but a va- 
riation of Calvinism, and does not avoid the 
difficulty just noticed. For although they ad- 
mit the doctrine of free will, and maintain that 
salvation depends .in some measure upon the 


sness is the only thing that can save 


judgement would be, (not whether the people 
had done good or evil, but) whether they had 
been converted, had obtained an interest in 
€hrist, and had been clothed with his robe of 
righteousness. The idea I am labouring to | 
convey, in be illustrated by supposing a case. 

We will suppose that some aged person 
should be brought before this fancied judge- 
ment and interrogated, and should answer, as 
follows:— Have you fed the hungty? No. 
Have you clo‘hed the naked? No. Have you 
visited the sick? No. Have you forgiven your 
enemies?.No. Have you, through a long life, 
been kind to the widow and fatherless? No. 
Have you provided for the poor? No! What 
have you done, whereby you expect to obtain 
the joys of heaven! I have got religion! 
But at what time of life did you get religion 1 

Lord, I obtained a hope on my dying bed ! 

ave you no righteousness of your own to 
recommend you to the favour of heaven? A. 
Yas! no,—How then do you expect to be sav 
ed? By the imputed ‘righteousness of Jesus 
Christ! Now admitting that this death-bed 
christian had actually been converted on the 
orthodox plan, and that their views are cor- 
rect, relative to salvation by.imputation, it is 
@asy to discover that a judgement day is of no 
possible nse ; for the decision will not be ac- 





“ gording to works, but according to the grace | 


of God and the imputed merits.of Jesus Christ. | 
Hence, if God could know, upon whom this | 
ift had been effectually bestowed, he could | 
et the saints be ushered into heaven, without 
the formality of a trial, and suffer the damned 
to remain in the abodes of despair without pol- 
Juting the golden streets of the New-Jerusa- 


_ Jem with the smoke of their torment ! 


But when we consider the curious notions 
which are entertained upon the manner in 
which God will come at a correct decision, it i 
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is hard to be serious. I presume you have a‘} 
Wen told that such and such Sermons, would 
be brought into judgement at that awful day, 
against those who did not believethem. And 
probably, we have all been cautioned against 
abusing our privileges, under no jess penalty 
than.that of having our good ministers ap- 
pear as swift witnesses against us at the day 
of judgement !—Now, to think how-eruel it 
would be, for those preachers who have worn 
out their lives in proclaiming damnation to 
their supporters, to appear with their sermons, 
at the great tribunal to give in their testino- 
ny against their flock, it is truly calculated 10 
excite a smile. 

Again: the long received opinion, that an 
eternal separation between the righteous and 
the wicked will then take place, is neither sus- 
tained by scripture nor reason. ‘The Bible 
most certainly contains nothing in support of a 





knowledged on all hands to be against it.— 
That the old Testament is silent on ‘this sub- 
ject, must be evident from the consideration, 
that immortality was not brought te light antil 
Christ’s appearing ; and consequently, the old 
testament writers had no authority for laying 
down any doctrine predicated upon the doc- 
trine of immortality. In the Gospel, as ex- 
pressed by the new testament writers, we read, 
that “ life and immortality are brought to 
light,” —but we have no assurance that death 
and damnation were also brought to light by 
this gospel. But, as we are nu w concerned to 
kuow the meaning of the text, and as that 


says nothing about a final and eternal separa- 
tion, I shall add nothing more in this place as 
a refutation of the opinion under considera. 
tion but shall leave it to be exploded as we 
proceed. 

Again: The idea that the righteous will 
scarcely be saved from hell, is, to say the 


least, ridiculous. Suppose, for the sake of 
argument, that the doctrine of election is 
true—wili the elect be “ scarcely saved ?”’— 
« Will those, who, before the foundation of 
the world, were chosen of God, to eternal glo- 
ry, by an eternal, unalterable decree, be only 
‘scarcely saved ?” But add tothis the calvin- 
istick doctrine of * the final perseverance of 
saints’ and we see the impropriety of admit- 
ting such an idea, This dogma is expressed 
in the following words: ‘* They maiutain that 
those whom God has effectually called [i. e. 
elected, ] and sanctified by his spirit, shall nev- 
er finally fall from a state of Grace. They 
admit that true believers may fall partially, 
and would fall totally and finally but for the 
mercy of God,who keepeth the feet of his 
saints ; also, that he who bestoweth the grace 
of perseverance, bestoweth it by means of 
reading and hearing the word, medit#tion, ex- 
hortations, threatenings and promises; but 
that none of these th ngs imply the possibility 
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’ ef a-believer’s [i. e. one of the elect;] falling . bold my servant, whom I 
from a state of justification.” See Buck's in whom my. soul delightet 
Theological Dictionary, Art. Cal. p: 63. Here | ; th jédge- 
we see, that the Calvinistick doctrine is en- oy to the pire 254 He on reat ry pe 
tirely opposed to the construction generally  ‘/t up, nor cause his voice to mm the. 
put upon our text; for the kindof salvation ‘street: A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
for which they contend, is, as far as it goes, the smoking flax shall he not quench;’he 
full and complete. Now to talk about being . shall bring forth judgement unto truth: He 
scarcely saved by an omnipotent decree, from ' Sil not fail nor be discon till he have 
which there is no possibility of falling, 1s per- %€t judgement in the earth ; and the isles shall 
fect nonsense. And hence, our brethren of ; Wait for his law.” ‘That this passage is @ pro- 
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that faith, will feel themselves constrained to 


give us the argument. 

But our Arminian friends, may not be satis- 
fied with the-e remarks, inasmuch as the kind 
of salvation for which they contend, though 
the same, in reality, is nevertheless effected 
in a somewhat different way. But it seems 
to me that their views do not obviate the diffi- 
culty ; for when they get into heaven, they 
will not raise the song of gratitude by saying 
—** we thank the Lord God of hosts, for hav- 
ing scarcely saved us!” One would think, 
when the saints get to heaven, and see all the 
wicked in that dreadful place they tell us so 
much about, that they would consider them- 
selves radically, entitely, and effectually saved 
to all intents and purposes ! 

But when we take into consideration that 
our orthodox friends expect to derive much of 
their iness from witnessing the misery of 
the wicked in hell, we are in still greater diffi- 
culty ; for then, we conclude that the poor 
sitmers will not have it to say that they are 
scarcely’ dummned ; andl if heaven is the oppo- 
site of hell, | infer that the notion I am exam- 
ining is without any foundation in truth! 

Having thus briefly attended to the common 
opinion of our text, and, as I fondly hope, 
shown its incorrectness, I shall enter upon the 
subject with a view to explain its weaning, 
without spending inuch time to disprove what 
others believe. This I shall do by taking the 
text up in sinall portions, and endeavouring to 
arrive at the meaning of its parts; after which, 
we will put it together again, and draw our 
conclusions from the whole. 

1. “* For the time is come that judgement 
must begin’’—From this sentence we learn, 
that the event of the judgement day was then 
to take place. Let those who are yet, with 
blind credulity, expecting the coming of this 
ume of judgement, turn their minds back to 
the period when Peter penned our text, and 
they will find enough:to convince all who de- 
sire knowledge, that then was the judgement 
of the world. Observe particularly,—he did 
not say that the time is coming that judgement 
must begin—but ‘ the time is come.” 

Whover wiil take pains to examine the 
scriptures upon this point, will find a striking 
connexion im all the passages refering to this 
subject. Isaiah speaking as became the ora- 
cles of God, Ch. 42, 1—4, declares—“ Be- 


' phetick allusion to Christ and the labour be - 


| was to perform, cannot, I think, be reasonabl 
doubted, as we find in it a very plain allusion 
| to his person and ministry. fact upon 
| which I would have your minds dwelt for ¢mo- 
' meut, is, that he was not to fail nor be discour- 
aged till he had set judgement in the earth— 
i This, as will be perceived, effectual); 
proves, as far as it goes, the notion of @ 
ment in the world to come, and perfectl} 
cides with the part of our text pow under 
sideration. ‘ 
It would, perhaps, be presumptuous to »at- 
tempt to fix the precise day or tour, or week, 
or month, when this judgement commenced ; 
but the probability is, that it begun about, or 
at the time, when the holy spirit destended up- 
on the disciples at the day of Pentecost. "This 
| opinion seems to be bo cmyry by the words of 
| our Saviour, as recorded Jobn 16: 7,8— 
*« Nevertheless I tell es the truth a > ex. 
dient for you, that I go away; for i 
2 away, the Comforter will not cothe ens 
you ; but if P depart, I will send him unto you. 
And when he is ¢ome, he will reptove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgement.” _He goes on to say, in the three 
next verses—* of sin, because they believed: 
not on me; of righteousness, because [ go to 
my Father and ye see me ngmore ; of judge. 
ment, because the prince of this world is judge- 
ed.” But whether this judgement commen 
at the time of sending the Comforter, or- be- 
fore, is not a matter of so much importante 
as to require a lengthy discussion ; a8-it is: 
possible that the commencement of ‘Christ’s 
ministry mayhave been the time when the 
judgement began. Indeed there are some 
things which would seem to convey that idea. - 
‘For example John 12: 31. “Now, is the’ 
judgement of this world ; novy shall the prince” 
of this world bepeast out’—* and I, if I be. 
lifted up will draw all. men unto me.” ‘ej 
Now these passages, I candidly maintain, 
allude to the judgement, and the only judge-, 
ment taught in the scriptures; and it would 
be madness to pretend that they referred to a 
time after death, or subsequent to the dissolu- 
tion of the world. Butthese texts by no means 
comprize all the testimony, to our present pur-: 
pose. Our divine Saviour expressly declared . 
and others, Matt. xvi, 27. 28. 
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‘of his Father, with his holy angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his 
works :—Verily I say unto you, there be some 
standing here who shall not taste of death till 
they see the Son of man coming in his king- 
“dom.” From this there is no appeal—it is 
conclusive—incontrovertible. 

“2. «The. time is come when judgment 
must begin at the house of God. 

» | ») Weare now.to.ascertain what is meant by 
* the phrase ‘‘house of God.” ‘This form of ex- 

*  préssionwas doubtless originally applied to 
-thetemple.of Solomon. But it soon began to 

-- be used to signify the church. In this latter 
\ ¢nse, it isused in.our context. It may how-. 
ever, have had an‘indirect allusion to the city 
aod temple of Jerusalem, as that was the place 
i e devout Jews assembled to worship 
it Greator; aud there, too, the first chris. 
tr harch was established. Peter, as will 
é' be ollected, was a Jew,and spake, with 
Reculiar feelinge, of that nation and the ca- 

. lamities which were about to fall upon them: 
But, asa christian, he considered himself and 
his-fellow-believers as being entitled to those 
««@istinguishing appellations which his brethren 
had forfeited by their wickeduess and unbelief. 
He had witnessed the departure of the giory 
of. the people Israel, and looked to Jesus, as 

~ the ~ | person capable of preserving a rem- 
mant of the chosen, but degenerated race.—- 
Christ constituted the exalted head of the 

~ eithful, and his devoted followers were the 
_appy recipients of the love and’ grace of the 
. most High. ' 
"This chosen. band of devout believers, had 
teen instructed in the mysteries of the king. 
* .dom-of their Master--they had listened to 
ieit illustrations.of the parables delivered 
tothe Jews, and were foretold the signs and 
wouders that should precede the demolition of 
the Temple and the destruction of their city. 
tseems to have been the particular design of 
our Lord, to so instruct his disciples, that they, 
by due attention to his directions, might es- 
cape the impending calamity. By turning at 
your leisure, tothe 24th and 25th of Matthew, 
you find a particular delineation of every cir- 

- gumstance, which, according to history, trans- 

_ pired at that perilious time; and from those 
_weriptares you will learn, with what extreme 
the followersof Jesus were enabled 

t escape anburt. 

ASI shall-bave occasion again to advert to 
these particulars, 1 will only add in this place, 
that it is farther evident, the apostle, by the 
germs house of God had reference to himself, 
and his fellow-christians, from an expression 
which occurs in the néxt sentence. This 

_ Will be apparent as we proceed. 
 “B. « And if it first begin at us” —Here we 
ve 
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lave an explicit avowal of the fact which I 
een fabouring to -maimain--viz. that 
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the writer intended by the house of God, the 
faithful disciples of Christ. 

Farther .— We learn from this part of the 
text, that the judgement of which he was speak- 
ing, should begin at them. | ‘This is an impor- 
tant point in the subject before us, and re- 
quires our particular attention. 

By turning tothe 24th chapter of Matt. we 
learn, that according to an express prediction, 
of our Saviour, Jerusalem was besieged by 
armies; and when this should take place,the 
disciples were particularly cautioned to flee 
into the mountains for safety. 1 mention this 
fact to show, that a combination of ciroum- 
stances rendered it. necessary, that the dwsci- 
ples should remain at Jerusa‘em till a certain 
time. The Romans were hostile tothe Jews 
as a people, without regard to the sects into 
which that people were divided. Their army 
composed of a brutal soldiery, probably paid 
no regard to minor distinctions, but heaped 
their abuse upon all parties, ages, and sects, 
of that devoted people. Hence, the disciples, 
the purity of whose lives, and the attachment 
which they felt for their divine Master, could 
afford them no protection from their enemies, 
could only flee to Jerusalem, until a favoura- 
ble opportunity should presen: for an escape. 

This will aceount for their remaining in that 
city while possessed of a knowle of the 
facts already related. Perbaps, too, friends 
and relatives of this little band resided there, 
unconscious of the trials which awaited them, 
and no doubt the benevolent christians sought 
to persuade them of their danger, and of the 
truth of the predictions of Jesus. 

Viewing our subject in this light, it appears 
consistent, and reasonable ; while it helps us 
to understand some other important facts. 
We are next led to inquire into the nature of 
the judgement, which was to begin at the house 
of God. This I have purposely avoided fur 
reasons which will appear obvious. 

The word Judgement is used variously in the 
scriptures. It signifies the sentence of a 
judge—-discernment-—punishinent----Christ’s 
governing power ; trials, and afflictions ; mod- 
eration in punishment ; God’s word; Equity; 
the tyranny of sin destroyed ; God’s decrees ; 
condemnation of the wicked ; courts of-judge- 
ment; decision of controversies; opinions; 
advice ; rectitude and order; the gospel of 
‘truth. This fact would..be apparent.to.any 
one who should make himself familiar with 
the seriptura] use and application of the term, 
and might be made manifest at this time if 
necessary 

Here then, we find, that this word, which 
has long been used to frighten the ignorant— 
which has been hurled from the desk for time 
out of mind, like the thunder from Sinai, to 
the detriment of our peace ; and which has al- 
most invariably been made to signify a day of 





retribution in eternity ; is used in no less than 
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seventeen different seuses in the sacred scrip- 
tures ! Those, then, who assume the ground 
that this word is ever used to signify a day of 
retribution in another world, are bound to 
show, from the connexion in which it stands, 
that such is its meaning ; for I believe it will 
hold good as a general rule, that no word of 
equivocal meaning, should, of itself, be urged 
as proof of any “eg Hence, as it must 
appear obvious, that this word, as used in our 
text, does not signify a day of retribution in 
eternity, inasmuch as the time had come when 
it was to begin at the house of God, we must 
seek for some other meaning. 

I shall assume, and‘endeavour fo maintain 
the follow.ng} roposition. (4-The word judge- 
ment inthe text, signifies, simply, temporal 
calamities which tell apon the Jews at the de- 
struction of their city and temple.- My argu- 
ment:, and reasons for so believing, are these ;— 

1. Allthe passages which speak of a judge- 
ment of this kind, either directly or indirectly, 
allude to the destruction which awaited the 
Jews in their national capacity, and their suf- 
ferings asu people, and as individuals. This 
{xet is so evident to me, that I deem it unne- 
cessary to dwell upon it at length. Uatil 
something is urged against this statement, 
founded upon probability, it would be a work 
of supercrogation, to attempt its defence. 

2. Tlie reading of the text by men of bigh 

standing in the literary religious world, 
justifies my opinion. improved version 
uf the New-Testament has it as follaws.”— 
* For the time is come when this condemna- 
tion must begin from the house of God,” &c. 
_ 3. The fact, that the time had come when 
it was to begin, is conclusively to our por- 
pose. ‘This has already been noticed and need 
net be repeated. 

4. ‘The context confirms our proposition.— 
The apostle speaking of the sinful excesses of 
the former associates of those addressed, says, 
verse 5. “ Who shall give account to him 
who is ready to judge the quick and the dead.” 
By “ the quick” I understand those who were 
quickened together with Christ and saved from 
sin, by grace (see Eph. 2: 1,2.) and by “ the 
dead” J understand those who were dead in 
tresspasses and sins. A'gain, verse 7, it is de- 
clared that the “end of all things is at hand.” 
This does not imply that the oat of all things 
literally was at hand ;" but the énd-of all thi 
of which the apostle was then speaking: "Te 
is more than probable, that he spake of the 
end of the Jewish polity, temple-worship, aod 
the age of the law —In verses 8—14, he 
speaks particularly of the trials which await- 
ed his brethren, and exhorted them to endure 
their personal troublés with fortitude and pa- 
tence, as though their safety in a great meas- 
ure depended u their unanimity, charity, 
and friendship for each other. In the 16th, 
and 16th verses he admonishes them to -ab- 
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stain from participating in the evils of which 
othersqwere partakers; telling them not to 
sufler as a murderer, a thief, a busy-body-— 
but to suffer as christians ought to suffef—er 
ashamed of the cattse ~ 
they bad e¢poused, or afraid of the conse- 
uences. Met 
All these facts and many more which might- 
be adduced, go to subsfantiate the po'T 
havetaken. Ido nof mean fhat the Jetts~ 
were the only ones that suffered’ on that'try-. 
ing occasion, for the gentiles also, pattook of « 
the horroars of war, tm, Be deuth. “Hav- — 
ing noticed these things proceed with our: 
text. . "9 ae 
4. “ What shall the end be of them that obey 
not the gospel of God.” = * ae 
We have already seen that it was with diff-¢ 
culty that the faithfal servants ‘of Obrist GF". 
caped the impending calamity, Ni 
a strict attention to the instructions of 
divine’Master, could enable them to escape 
the dreadful ruin of the city. #H they wenta- 
moment too soon, or delayed their departute’ 
a moment too long, all would have been lost! 
But marvellous as is the fact; hi ‘informs 
us, that not one christian lost his life at that 
distressing period. ‘Thousands, and tens*of 
thousands—men, women, and children, wete- 
slaughtered upon thespot ; but the well’ ib- 
structed disciples, availing themselves of” 
what they had heard from the lips of Jesus, ° 
fied to the mountains and escaped! From this 
notable circamstanée we ‘leata the’ pecoline” 
applicability of this part of our text. But’ es: 
the remainder of the text is intimately con~ 
nected with these words, I forbear particulars; 
until we notice, , 
5. “ And if the rightpous’ scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinner @ ae 
We have already seen the absurdity of sup- 
posing that those will be scarcely saved who 
obtain the joys:of heaven, And, from what 
has been said, we see the propriety of belier- 
ing, that the salvation here menti , Was: 
the deliverance of the disciples of Christ, from: 
the calamities which fell upon the Jews. As 
we have already discovered, they barely’ es- 
caped, and that was all. Those who were on 
the house top, did not come down, as’ foretold: 
by our Lord, to take any thing out of the 
house—those in the field; did ovt return totale 
their clothes: but obedient to their ingtruc- 
tions, they fled for their lives! Thus there 
is an obvious propriety in saying that the 
righteous were scarcely saved. a 
But where — wastes and the — 
appear! Ab! where shall they appear 
chfetlan world seems to have takon it for gran- 
ted that if the righteous are hardly saved, the. 
wicked, as matter of course, will go to hell, © 
to remain there to all eternity. . But s 
we should lay aside ous bettor jo 
admit, that the righteous will be 
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ed, aaa it follow, that the wicked would be 
_endlessly damned! Where we are asked, as 


wp text, where shall the sinner appear? 


- whet sight have we to reply, he shall appear 
+ ina hell of endless wo! Or, if we admit that’ 

_. the ungodly. will appear in hell, what right 
'_ have we to say, that hell is a place of endless 
torment? How do w6 know that it will last a 
. week——a day, or an hom ? Have we any ac- 
. covatin the history of the creation. that God 
‘ made:a-hell? Or if-he did one, when the 
|. angel proclaimed, “ behold! f make all things 
>. pew,” did he ma&e a new hell? When. Christ 
descended into. hell, did he go to a place of 
» endless misery? When David exclaimed, 
“Great is thy merey O Lord, for “thou hast de- 
#. livered. my soul ont the lowest hell,” had he 
escaped from a place of torment “ from 
bourne no traveller returns?” When 

b said “ Out of the belly of hell cried J, 

©and thou heardest my voice” did he mean 
slit he had been to the hell of orthodoxy TIs it 
» Met strange that the mental appetites of man- 
«kind have become so vitiated, that pothing 

- bat hell will satisfy them ? 

Brethren :—-Your speaker believes in as 

* * . many. hello as the scriptures teach; but J can- 
got conceive that a hell of endless torment is 
taught in the bible. Mankind will doubtless 
be punished, severely, for their sins, but until 
God is overpowered by some being opposed 
to holiness, be will never send his children to 

ral cuin ! 
ut we are, concerned to know the true 
. meaning of this text: And do we find in that 


* 
a 


apy thing about hell? any thing about an eter. |. 


'” naldevil? any thing about sinners being wrap- 


ped «ap in liquid flames. of brimstone ? any |, 


thing about the wrath of an almighty God? 
‘Wot a word! What does it say? If the 
_» righteous scarcely be delivered, from ruin and 
. death, where shall those appear who scoffed at 
. Chirist—who disbelieved his predictions—who 

did not-obey his gospel? what shall become 
* of sach wicked and abuminiable sinners 1 They 

shall suffer “ such tribulation as was not from 

‘the beginning of the world to that time, no, 

nor ever shall be!” See Matt, 24.21. Here 

Frest. There is nothing to disprove this con- 

clusion, viz, that the apostle, in asking the 

ion under consideration, had reference to 

destruction of Jerusalem and its inhabi- 

fants, and intended to be understood as allad- 

~, ing to the memurable predictions which he 

|. and bis brethren had heard from Jesus himself, 
relative to that event. 

The foregoing observations being warran- 
ted by the general tenor of the bible, and the 
. Opposite sentiment being based upon mere con- 
_ jecture,.I shall not dwell much longer upon 
pa cretriee of our subject, and will only, tax 

jour patience with attention to a few prac- 

. ical inferences to be drawn from what-has been 


: gai. : 





2 Unbelicf, though in itself not criminal, 13 
the cutise of rauch wickedness. 

God always deals with bis Creatures as ra- 
tional beings. ‘They are never, thérefote, re- 
quired to. believe, without having the evi- 
dence of the proposition presented to’ their 
understandings; and when the evidence ‘is 
presented and is comprehended by the judg- 
ing powers of the mind, belief, in the pro- 
position. thus made plain, is unavoidable. 
Consequently, as the mind of man cannof resist 
the force of evidence, but is compelled to be- 
lieve, there can be no virtue in believing the 
propusition. Unbelief,.on the other hand, be- 
ing the natural consequence of a want of satis- 
factory evidence to the mind, is not a crime in 
any case, though in many cases it is a sad 
misfortune! The Jews, owing to their hard- 


-ness of heart and blindness of mind, could not 


belicve those truths which were taught by 
Christ. ‘They may have been criminal in that 
course of life which tended so directly to shut 
their eyes.and stop their ears against the ad- 
monitions of our Lord; but they could not be 
considered blamneworthy simply because they 
did not, and could not believe. Bat og cause 


can long exist without producing an effect ; 
and one effect of their unbelief was that inat- 
tention, and those irregularities of conduct, 
which contributed to their overthrow. If they 
had believed ints) when he announced their 


danger, they would have set themselves about 
a reformation, which might, under God, have 
saved them from destraction. So it is, in 
every conceivable case. If we duly attend to 
the teachings of our divine Lord, examine and 


right, we shall escape many evils to which 
man, in his present estateis liable. The great- 
est of all the evils that can befall us, is sin ; 
and this would be done away if we could re- 
ceive into good and honest hearts, the divine 
traths of the gospel. © 

2. Sinis of greater or less magnitude accord- 
ing to the light received, and the injury intend- 
ed, 

It has long been maintained that sin takes its 
character or criminality from the character 
and dignity of the person offended aguinst, and 
bot from the capability of the transgressor.— 
Whether this idea originated in king-craft, or 
pope-craft, or sprung from a docifine other- 
wise erroneous, | will not pretend to say, but 
I am confident that it is not founded in reason, 
hor sustained by the scriptures, If an idéot 
should murder a king, the crime, on the ground 
I am examining, would be very great, and 
were a wise man to be guilty of the same act, 
it would be no greater; whereas the bible not 
only teaches that men are criminal in propor- 
tion (o their knowledge, bat that they shall 
be punished according to the degree of guilt 
incurred.. If I should burn my neighbour's 
divelling, knowing that be and his innocett 





try our conduct by the unerring standard of 
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iamily would perish in the flamés, I should 
commit an act of greater guilt than I shoeld, 
if Lknew that no lives ‘would be lost by the 
burning of the dwelling. Hence, my know- 
ledge of the exposed sitnation of the family 
of my neighbour, would aggravate my guilt ; 
and so in every case imagimable. 

3. All sin will be punished according tv the 
demerit of the action, or in exact proportion to 
the magnitude of the offence. 

This fact is so plainly taaght in the scrip- 
tures, that it would be presumptuous to deny 
it. Christ declared, that onder his adminis- 
tration, of in his kingdom, every man shall be 
rewarded according to his works, whether 
good or bad =And, moreover, reason concurs 
with the scriptures in support of this fact — 
But, though mankind. practically admit the 
trath of this proposition, many theoretically 
deny it. ‘Those who believe in the doctrine 
of substitution, of a vicarious satisfaction for 
sin, whereby they hope to escape the penalty 
of the law, deny. in theory, what, in a prac- 
tical sense, is generally admitted. "There are 
those who believe that we can by faith and re- 
pentance, escape the punishmeut of sins com- 
mitted ; butat the same time, they would op- 
pose the adoption of such a plan in our civil 
jurispraience. But the fact, that God will 
recompence Mankind aceordiag to their works, 
leads to a logical refatation of the dogma of 
endless punishment. Admit that punishmeot 
will bein proportion to the crime, and we are 
at ones fed tothe conclusion, that punishment 
must have an end :--for what proportion would 
there be, between the greatest crime, and an 
infinite punishment ? But, it may be said. that 
sin is infinite, and therefore deserves an infia- 
ite punishment. Our reply is, that we have 
already seen, that there are degrees in crime, 
as well as in panishment ; and, inasmuch as 
infimty admits of no degrees, there mast, to 
say the least. be some sins which are not in- 
finite; and this admitted. we ask no more; 
for, ifany sins are limited in degree, all may 
be, and it will remain for those who maintain 
the doctrine [ am now opposing. fo show. by 
fair and togical deductions from scriptural and 
legitimate premises what sins arc, and what 
are not infinite. 

But farther :—The fact that mankind shall 
receive a due, and proportionate punishment, 
argues the end of all punishment: for admit- 
ting that. pooishment shall be endless, there 
never can be a time when the one punished 
will have received the just deserts of his crim- 

’ inality! Now, I do not believe that Almighty 
Wisdom ever got himself into such a ditemma 
as this—~a situation which woald render it im- 
possible for him ever to punish his creatures 
enough! How aggravating it must be, for the 
Eternal, to behold millions of his offspring in 
a gulf without any bottom. rolling in liquid 
flames of sulphur, doder the jurisdiction of the 





devil, and to know, that. this strange process 
would never end, and that infinite  malignity 
could never be satisfied ! 

4. It isnot only true that sin will be punish- 
ed according to its degree ofscriminality ; but. 
it will certainly be punished, and from this 
punishment there is no escape. - 

The doctrine of interminable misery, I ad- 
mit, at first, appears to present an awful warn- 
ing to sinners; would seem to possess 
those resting aati which ate imputed 
to it. Bgt he who has studied the human 
heart, and has become convefsant with the: 
natural eflects of certain doctrines upon the 
mind and conduct of mankind, is prepared to 
admit, that the certainty, and fot the quantity 
of punishment operates as the most powerful 
preventative of crime. The hope of ese 
from punishment, is uo encouragement to & 
and any doctrine that promises an escape from 
the penalty of the law---no matter en what. 
condition— must necessarily cause crime and * 
misery to increase. This fact’is sustained by 
alltruth afd. experience. Goto yonder pris-: 
on, and ask the convicts why they sinned; 
and their answer will be, “ because we hoped 
to escape punishment and promote our happi- 
ness.” Hence, I conclude, that ignorance of the 
truth is the cause of sin. inasmuch as a k@owl- 
edge of the fact that God will by oo means 
clear the guilty, would prevent transgression. 
Go tell the thief, the liar; the libertine, that 
he will certainly be exposed, and 
and convince him of the fact, and the fear’o 
exposure alone, would have more effect upon 
his conduct and feelings, than all the hells 
that have ever existed in the disordered imagi- 
nations of mankind! Suppose, then; that all; 
fears of a future day of judgement, of hell, and 
the devil, should be obliterated fromthe minds 
of mankind ; would thete be nothing left to 
restrain the lawless passions of mankind? . 
Brethren :—-I venture to affirm, that the fear 
of being sentenced to yonder Prison, has pre- 
vented more overt acts of .wickedness, thar 
the fear of all the fabled hells of ortho- 


iy 


doxy! For it is a melancholy trath, that no ~) 


body believes in a hell for bimself! But so 
true as there is aGod in Heaven, so certain it 
is, that punishment adequate to the crime, 
will follow every transgressor: From this pan 
ishment there is no escape! ‘‘ God will by 
no means clear the guilty,” Be) 

From all this we learn, that the doctrine of 
a Goal retribution is pernicious, inasmuch as it 
removes ‘far away the evil day,’ and pro- 
mises life to the wicked, aud salvation-from 
punishment, to the angodly and the sinner !. 
Who would trust his property 19 the hands of 
his neighbour, and agree to wait anti) the fan- 
cied day of judgement for his pay? Or who, 
would not take his neighbour's property on, 
such conditions 7 But add to this the change. 
of repenting before that time, and thus a piro- 
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bability of an escape from all punishment ; and 
morality, which has long rested upon Christia- 
nity for support, taras pale with astonishment 
and dismay !. ” 

Bat on the other hand; remove all these 
delusive dreamsteach mankind that now— 
that here is the judgement of this world—that 
hefe, in this mode of being, .an over-ruling 


power'will recompense the righteous, much | 


more the wicked and the sinner—that misery 
follows crime in quick succession—that all 
the haggard phantoms of guilt will haunt the 
sinner’s path by day, and his couch ‘by night ; 
—teach and believe these solemn facts, and if 
crime increases, charge it-to the doctrine | 
pteach, atid ‘let the tenfold retribution fall 
upon the devoted head of your speaker 

Brethren, how infinitely solemn is the con- 
sideration. that an Omniscient God beholds 
the evil and the good, and writes in the book 
of his remembrance, where be records our 
criminality, mene, mene, tekel, upharsin! O 
how'solemn the thought, that every deed of 
darkness, “ that every work, with every secret 
thing, will be brought into jadgement” before 
Him, and equitably punished! And, O, how 
certain it is, that misery ever has been, and 
ever will be the consequence of guilt! Would 
you be wise—take the example before us ; 
that of God’s jadgements apon the Jews, and 
let their ‘yet-enduring punishment admonish us 
to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly before God. Would you be happy—take 
the pretepts and°examples of Jesus for the 
man of your council and the guide of your 
erring feet through life’s uneven journey; do 
your duty to yourselves, to God, and your 
fellow beings, and you will secure the object 
of your wishes and your hopes. 

‘If we are called to suffer on account of our 
faith, as were. the primitive disciples of Christ, 
Jet us be careful not to suffer as murderers, as 
thieves, as busy-hodies,--for it is better to 

, suffer for well-doing than-for evil-doing. Hold- 
ing fast to our faith in the unerring premises 
of God; and cheered with the glorious pros- 
pect before us, let us press forward for the 
prize of holiness and happiness. 

And whon we see our fellow creatores, 
trembling before a God whu is supposed to 
deligh inthe misery of his offspring, let us 
learn to pity them, and strive to remove all 
impediments to. their happiness, When our 
enemies revile us, let us bless them—when 
they persecute us, Iet us pray for them; and 
when they seem to cherish towards us ap un- 
‘forgiving temper, let us hail them as brethren, 
and forgive them, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven us. ; 

By so doing, we shall, as we journey along 
the rugged path of life, be sustained by the 
approbation of a good conscience, and apheld 
by the outstretched arm of our Almighty Re- 
deemer. And when we are called to meet him 





in the eternal world, may we witness his com. 
placent smifes, and there behold more of -his 
goodness than we can now comprehend; and 
praise, aud adore, and love him forever, ina 
day without night, and world without end. 
Aner. 


— 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
AN ESf AY, 
ON THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


No. V 

The préceding numbers may seem rather an 
essay on the progress-of errour, but the exposi. 
tion they contained was deemed necessary to 
point out the nature of the evils to be removed, 
and to exhibit some of the obstacles which ev. 
er have had and probably ever will have a ten- 
dency to impede the march of truth. The 
task was by no means pleasing. To trace the 
mind in its downward course is an ungrateful 
employment calculated to arouse the angry feel- 
ings and cal] forth the resentment of those 
whose lives and errours may be discovered and 
exposed, without receiving the commiscration 
of even those who wish to see mankind more 
virtuous, consequently more happy. 

The benevolent heart weeps in sorrow over 
the follies, the aberrations & inconsistencies of 
the children of men ; it deeply deplores their 
misery and wretchedness, the severity with 
which they oppress each other; anxious for: 
their amelioration it raises its inquiries—* In- 
dulgent God! is tan eternally ordained to be 
the dupe and slave of man! Shall he never re- 
gain his independence, and be free to exert his 
mental powers in the acquisition of knowl- 
edge ; be free to study the works of his Crea- 
tor, and while his bosom glows with gratitude 
to his Heavenly Father, be free to repose with 
confidence on the paternal affection of the 
Sovreign of nature? The opposition to this 
has been already stated. It is aided by all 
the powers of darkness, but it is hoped the re- 
mainder of this essay will evince the ** omnipo- 
tence of truth,’ and bring to weary and dis- 
consolate man, the joyful intelligence that it 
shall prevail to the annihilation of errour, and 
to the eternal banishment of evils which have 
so long afflicted the human race. : 

Nature gave to mati the law of liberty, and 
entwined a desire for independence around 
every fibre of his heart. Amid all ‘the usar- 
pations of tyrants, under all the oppressions 
so liberally heaped upon bim, some’ secret 
thought recurs to his native dignity ; he rises 
enraged at the shackles of his slavery, indig- 
nant spurns the thought and demands his ran 
in the scale of being. He may be misled, he 
may mistake the road to the land of Freedom, 
he may deceive himself in the choice of means, 
to promote his felicity, but he will never relin- 
quish the attempt. His errours shall serve to 
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correct him, and his follies shall teach him 
wisdom. 

A cursory view of the past may be profita- 
ble, towards enabling us duly to appreciate 
the present and to form rational conjectures 
respecting what may hereafter prevuil. 


‘The origin of the world is involved in im- ! 
being then free from the doubt and mysticism 


penetrable darkness; and notwithstanding 
some may assert, it had its birth only the other 
day, the man who * knows how little can be 
known” will be convinced thet the period is so 
remote that it is useless to expect any minute 
details of its infantile history. Whether meu 
lived alone or in society in that early stage of 
its existence, what language they spoke, or 
what opinions they formed are alike hidden 
from the sharpest ken of those who live at this 
lapse of time. What passed before the flood, 
together with a number of years since, may 
be delivered over to lawless pocts and the Jov- 
ers of fiction to be peopled with such inbabi- 
tants as their prolifick imaginations may 
choose to create. ‘These also who are dissat- 
ised with the present, and despair of finding 
any thing better in the unexplored regions of 
futurity, may paint to themselves a golden 
scene in those deys long since forgotten.— 
Then perhaps the earth yielded her fruit with- 
out cu‘ture and man found a rich supply with- 
out labour ;—then perhaps the heavens wore 
perpetual sunshine and the fields were clothed 
with continual verdure, uniting et all times 
the hopes of spring with the enjoyments of 
autumn j;—then the air may have been pure 
and man a stranger to disease may have re 
clined in the ambrosial abode or basked a- 
mid beds of flowers, free from waut or satiety, 
pain of body or remorse of mind ;—then too 
the morning may have been vocal with his 
hymns of praise, and the evening may have 
repeated his devotions to his God; but alas! 
very different is the picture since history has 
usurped the province of fable, and too fuaith- 
fully recorded the follies, the crimes aud suf- 
ferings of mankind. 

The earliest records in our possession rep- 
resent the inhabitantsof the earth as divided 
into petty hordes, continually making war up- 
on each other; subsisting by the chase, pas- 
turage, some rude agriculture and plunder.— 
They united under a chief, in whose abilities: 
they could place confidence, who led them 
forth to battle, but returned them to an equali- 
ty with the rest when the object was attained 
or when the war was over. In time of peace 
the father governed his family without sub- 
mitting to the authority of a higher tribanal ; 
in cases, however, where the interests of the 
tribe or nation were involved, the whole were 
summoned and the deliberations of the most 
experienced were listened to with profound 
reverence. and their advice followed with lit- 
Ue deviation. 

Religion was then but little more than that 


| dra, &c. 





respect due.toa superiour, or that reverence 
due from a child to its father, together with 
gratitude to those who were considered bene- 
factors of the community. Uuder the patri- 
archal form of government every father was 
the priest in his own family, as may easily be 
seen in the history of Abraham. Religion 


in which it has since been involved, was ea- 
aily learned and easily practiced, hence the 
necessity of a person to devote himself wholly. 
to explaining and enfercing it, was uofelt, 
The relations given of Osis, Bacchus and 
Jupiter show plainly enough, what was the 
early situation of men and also what was the 
character of the Gods they worshipped. .Men 


must indeed be ignorant when it becomes ne. 


cessary to have a God to teach them agricul- 
ture ; but it was said of Osiris a principal de- 
ity among the Egyptians, that while king of 
that country, he had taken unwearied pains, 
to civilize his subjects and to teach them to 
cultivate their lands. Hence he was repre- 


| sented by the Apis or Ox, because that aniinal 


being the most usefv! one in tilling the ground, 
was the most proper emblem to perpetuate the 
memory of him who had taught the art. 

The Oak was sacred to Jupiter because he 
first taught men to live upon acrons. Men 
could not have advanced far in the kno’ 
of things, when they deified a man for showing 
them acorns were good to eat, nor could this 
simple act become a proof of bis divinity, 

Many became Gods because they had billed 


some monster, such as the Minotaur the Hy- 


It is not however to be supposed 
that the most ignorant considered these: as 
creatures of the world; they only served them 
as benefactors of the country to which they be- 
longed, or for which they had done them sig- 
nal services. It is true they were worshippedy) 
but probably at first, the worship was nothing 
more than a decent respect paid to their mem. 
orie#by those who felt themselves under obli- 
gations tothem for the utility of their lives: ” 
But the poets and orators who celebrated their 
achievments and enumerated their virtues, 
in their exaggerated strain, represented them 
as asuperiour order of beings, inbabitants of 
the stars or the cele-tial regions, who had sub- 
mitted to privation and distress on earth for 
the benefit of its inhabitants, but had now de. 
parted, returned to their former place of resi- 
deace and were locking for sacrifice and offer- 
ing, as due for the benefits they had conferred, 
Hence perhaps, the first ideas-entertained of a 
superiour being: hence originated the fables 
and absurdities of the heathen Mythology. 

It is admitted the poets and philosophers, 
speaking of Osiris Bacchus or Jupiter address 
him as ** the greatest and best of beings, the 
father of Gods and men” but this must be un-. 
derstood rather as complimentary than as con- 
veying their real sentiments, for the accounts 
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which the game persons give of their god ia ,~ 


other places are utterly inconsistent with such 
declarations. ‘The words of De Ja Motte in 
reply to Madame Davier may be properly in. 
troduced in this place: ** What! could Ho- 
mer seriously believe Jupiter to be the Creator 
of gods and men? Could he think him the 
father of his own father Saturn, whom he 
_ drove out of heaven, or of Juno his sister and 
his wife, of Neptune and Pluto his brothers or 
of the nymphs who bad charge of him in his 
childhood, or of the giants who made war up- 
on him and would have dethroned him if they 
had been then arrived at the age of manhood ? 
How well his actiouws justify the Latin epithets, 
Optimus Marimus, so often given him, all the 
world knows.” 

The idea of one supreme Being, Creator of 
all things seems not to have made any part of 
the religious creeds of antiquity. ‘The an- 
cients deified men and paid them religious 
worship. They erected temples to the sun 
moon and the hosts of heaven, they dedicated 
altars to the hidden virtue of mere astrological 
conceits, and saerificed to the elements of na- 
ture ; but the worship of the true God was un- 
known. 

Abraham during the early part of his life 
was an idolater, and kis views of God for a 
long time were estremely defective. The sup- 
position that God required him to offer up in 
sacrifice his beloved son Isaac, argues great 
ignorance of the meee of the Deity, for 
which’ he was justly reproved by the voice that 
called to him just as he was about to stretch 
forth the sacrificial knife. Abraham no doubt 
showed in this act his willingness to obey God, 
and notwithstanding he erred in respect to 
the nature of his duty the rea‘liness he had to 
discharge it, was accounted to him for rigint- 
eousness. 

Howéver exalted were the conceptions 
which Moses had of the attributes of Jehovah, 
if he ‘be the anthour of the book of Genesis he 
certainly was far from having found him out to 
lie frequently represents him as 
moving from place to place, also as being dis- 
appointed, grieving and repenting for what he 
had done ; all which when applied to the Dei- 
ty must be grossly improper; for if he move 
from one place to another he cannot be Om 
niscient, and if he be disappointed his wisdom 
Hl be finite, and if he repent, he cannot be 

immutable. This is not urged as an argu- 
mentagainst the Divine authenticity of the 
book, for the state of the human mind at 
that time necesearily required an imperfect 
system, for one that was perfect would have 


| exceeded its powers of comprehension, 


; O. A. Brownson. 
[To be continued. ] 
errs 


* «Phe righteous, shall be recompensed in the 
earth, mach more the wicked and the sinner.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
Mr. Editor : 

Sin—The three extracts from Emmon’s, 
and Edwards’ Sermons on election and repro. 
bation, mserted in your 47th No. of the Ad- 
vocate; in which is inculeated the doctrine, 
that the happiness of the elect in heaven, will 
in part consist in wilnessing the torments of 
their own datnned children, parents husbagds, 
wives and friends on earth in hell, &c. reminds 
| me of aa expression: of the Rev. Mr. Bene- 

digs of the Calvinistick faith, during a con- 
versation which I had with him abeat two 
years since. Afler conversing a short time 
with him on doctrine, practical religion, revi- 
vals of religion, &c. he asked ine the question, 
“where did you ever hear of a revival of 
religion from the preaching of Universalists 1” 
I relerred him to the preaching of the Apostle 
Peter, on the day of Pentecost: Acts, 2od and 
3rd chapters. This answer so much excited 
his indignation, that he rose from his setting, 
and advanced towards me with so much fury 
streaming from his eyes, that in fact, I was fear- 
fal of being floored on the spot. My fears, 
however, were soon allayed from perceiving a 
smile on his countenance, apparently occasion- 
ed by the consideration of the following re- 
flection, which he with emphasis and extended 
arms expressed: “O, Tum glad that there’s 
a hell to put such heaven-daring wretches in; 
O, Tam glad!” I eudeavoared at this time 
to recite some of the Apostle’s preaching on 
that occasion, to show that I was correct in 
my answer to his question, that the preaching 
was the doctrine of a Universalist; bot ‘he 
would not hear. I refer the reader to it: the 
Apostle says, ‘‘ Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted that your sins may he blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord; and he shall send 
Jesus Christ which before was preached unto 
yon, whom the heavens must receive, until the 
times of Restirution oF ALL THIiNes, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of ail his holy 
Prophets since the world begao.” “ Ye are 
the children of the Prophets. and of the cov- 
enant which God made with our Fathers, say- 
ing voto Abraham, And in thy seed shall Ati 
THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED.”— 
Acts 3, 19,20, 21, 25, 

A young man then living with me, who was 
present at this interview observing the ill hu- 
mour of the Kev. gentleman, said to him, 
“Vou will sot allow Mr. C. the privilege you 
tuke to yourself, you will not allow him tho 
privilege of knowing any thing that he asserts. 
But what you assert, you know to be so, You 
seem to know the whole story.” The Rev. 
gentleman addressing the young man; inquires: 
“ What! Is here another young Universalist?” 
Then placing his hand upon the head of the 

_young man says, ‘‘ O I shall be glad when the 





Lerd claps his hand on your head and shoves 
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you down to hell! Such are the expressions of | confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
a Presbyterian Clergyman, The Rev. aod aged | of God the Father! ‘This forced sabmission, 
Mr. Benedict. It will appear incredible to | then will consist, not in praising the Authour 
some that such expressions ever fell from the | of their existeace for redeeming them ‘and 
lips of a professed preacher of the gospél: | the whole human family from their inigttities ; 


Bot the fact can be proved by good substan- | but in praising him for redeemi a part, and 
tial witnesses, _- loosing the rest, for whom Jolie exeo himself 
It also appears incredible to some that the }aransom. Oh, what inconsistency. are-sucly 
three above meationed cxtracts were ever ta- | sentiments involved in! how unworthy the 
ken from the sermons of Emmons, and Ed: | Omniscient God! but your darling theme of 
wards: Nay. it has been declared since their | endless misery mast be supported, thoogh ut 
insertion in the 47th No. of the Advocate by | the expense of his veracity, | bh at the 
a member of the Presbyterian Chorch in reg- | expense of his solemn sanction; {sa. xl. 23 
nlar standing that “* Sach men as Eaamons and | 24, “ Every tongue shall swear’ (swear what’) 
Edwards, never would write such staff.” But | allegiance no doubt; bat how 7 © Sorely shall 
reference to their sermons proves that they ac-| say in the Lord have I sighteousness and 
tually did, We will now recapitulate the sen- | strength.” But ye make righteousness to. con- 
tences of these three orthodox divines Em- | sist in rejoicing at the torments of God’s fee: 
mons, Edwards, and Benedict. Emmons says : | ble offspring! Oh, “how unlike the rigbteous- 
“The happiness of the elect in heaven will | ness of Jesus, that perfect patern fur our 
in part consist in “itnessing the torments imitation, is the righteousness which ye incul- 
the damned in hell!” Again,“ The sight cate! Can thetongue of a moral being, while 
hell torments will exalt the happiness of the | endaring the anguish of torment never to end, 
Saints forever.” Edwards says, ** They (i. e. | exclaim “In the Lord have I righteousness 
Saints) will not be sorry for the damned: it | and strength 1” Impossible. “ Ye have torn. 
will cause no uneasiness or dissatisfaction to | ed judgement into gall, aod thé fruit of right. 
them, hut, on the contrary when they sce | eousness into hemlock. Ye which rejoice in 
this sight, it will occasion rejoicing and excite | a thing of nought, which say, bave se not 
them to joyful praises,” Benedict says, “ I | taken to us horns by our own strength :” Amos, 
shall be glad when the Lord claps his haad on | yj. 12, 13. “* Wo to them that call evil 
your head ‘and shoves yon down to bell!” “ I | and good evil; that put darkness for light, and 
shall be glad.” This agrees with the senti- | jight for darkoess; that put bitter for sweet, 
ment of Emmons, and Edwards. When they | and sweet for bitter!” Isa. v. 20. *-Wo to tlie 
say, The Elect will rejoice, ‘hey undoubtedly | rebellious children, saith the , that take- 
include theniselves. counsel, bat not of me: and that cover with 
Benedict also says, ‘‘O, Tam glad there isa covering, but not of my spirit, that they 
a hell to put such heaven-daring wretches in.” | may add sin to sin:” Isa. Ixxx. i. Whether 
“1 am glad;” i.e. ‘Tam glad” now, and | such passages of scripture are applicable to 
“shall be glad” then, ‘This feeling will be the | the above noticed orthodox teachers, or not 
same in both worlds. But Jesus wept at the | fet a candid publick determine. tn. Cc. 
grave of Lazarus, and even on the contem- Elbridge, Dec. 1827, 


plation of the calamities of Jerusalem; but —_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——————— 
these men being more rightcons, paradven- | yaepan Trax INV ESTIGATOR. 


ture, can be glad and rejoice at the torments | — nie 4 
of some of oor heavenly Father's children | The truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 


forever! Oh, what a heaven these orthodox 
teachers anticipate! And has not the devil 
the same heaven, upon (heir own principles ? 
Will he not rejoice at the torments of the 
damned? that he has such a vast multitude of | 
the human family writhing in‘nisery for whom | 
Jesus, the devil's enemy, bled and died to 
redeem from misery t Say, ye Rev. Teachers, 
what difference is there in your dispositions, | 
your heaven, and that of devils, except in 

name? For when we present you with the 

testimony of divine truth which asserts, that 

inthe name of Jesus evory knee shall bow of 














SABBATH SCHOOLS.---NO, 2. 
In speaking of the evil effects of Sabbath schoo's, 
e assume the fact before contended for, that they are 
esigned to inculcate a sectarian spirit; and with this 
in view the following ideas are suggested : 

The minds of chiidren*oughtito be kept open to 
conviction, and free to investigate whatever subject 
muy be presented. ‘? his proposition is sustained by all 
experience, and recognized as a fundamental principle 
in philosophy. Any thing, therefore, calculated to 
confine the mind within the limits prescribed by creeds, 
enfeebles it, and prevents that healthful exercise of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and its powers without which it can never excel. Hence 
things under the earth, aud every tongue con- for example, in propounding inexplicable mysteries tp 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of the child, which the wisest heads fail in comprehend- 
God the Father. ‘True, say you. the knees _ ing, andgiving it to understand that a free investiga- 
of wicked men and devils in hell will bow; | tioa may endanger its eternal welfare, the mind is 
but with forced submission their tongues will | checked in its researches, and made to rely upon the 
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assertions of men, which, though they may be true, 
nevertheless cannot be demonstrated. ‘The doctrine of 
the 7’rinity is industrieusly inculcated in many Sabbath 
schools, while it is conceded that no person on earth 
can understand it. It needs no argument, then, to show, 
that if sectarism jg taught in those institutions, and 
if sectarism those incomprehensible dog- 
mas, the effect will be to impair the powers of the mind, 
‘and thus prevent its improvement in useful knowledge. 

In a rational system of education, care will be taken 
to present no objects to the mind of the pupil but such 
as he is capable of comprehending. No matter how 
easily a subject may be comprehended by others—no 
matter how evident any given fact may appear to 
adults, if the ehild cannot understand it, his mind 
ought nt to be oppressed with the undertaking.— 
Hence it may be considered an evil to give lessons to 
the tender mind which cannot, be understood. That 
incomprehensible dogmas are taught in many Sabbath 
schools cannot be disputed. Take, for examples, in 
connexion with that of the Trinity, the doctrine of a 
vicarious satisfaction for sin, the mode of existence of 
@ spiritual being; the doctrine of free will and absolute 
predestination, an omnipresent devil, a burning hell, 
&c. &c. Let it be inquired—can the child under- 
stand how three infinite beings, equal in power and 
glory, can be so united or added together as to consti- 
tute but one infinite being? How can a child be made 


to understand that God the father became angry with 
man, and to please himself vented his wrath upon God 
the Son in such a way that by the aid of God the holy 


Ghost, the original subjects of vengeance can be justi- 
fied and saved on principles of justice? How can the 
child undersiand that the unchangeable Ged of Love 
could become angry, and afterwards become pleased 
again? How can the child be made to conceiv of a 
spiritual being, existing without body and without 
shape? How can he understand the nature of man’s 
moral freedom, and reconcile it with the foreknowl- 
edge or predetermination of a God who could not be 
disappointed? Or how can the child or youth under- 
stand thatthe Great Jehovah is the only omnipresent 
being in the Universe, and yet that there is a devil 
who is every where? It will not be pretended that the 
child can understand either of these subjects ; and it 
will not be denied that all these, and many other Jog- 
mas of the same kind, are zealously inculcated in Sub- 
bath schools. 


Now, if it should be pretended that the foregoing 
doctrines are true, and therefore ought to be taught 
oar children, our reply is, that a blind assect of the 
child may be obtained to either or all of them; but 
such assent cannot amount to a belief in them, since 
the mind must comprehend the nature of the -subject, 
‘and ‘the evidences of its truth, before it can believe it. 
The whole therefore resolves itself into this simple in- 
quiry, ought the child to be required to give its assent 
‘to what it it. comprehend, and consequently, to 
what it canuot believe ? If not, then it would seem to 
follow, that such subjects ought not to be introduced 








" Into Sabbath schools, or any-other. 


‘It may be said, however, that the foregoing objec- 
tions only go to prove that in some institutions of the 
kind, errours may have been committed, and that they 
ought not to be urged against Sabbath schools general- 
ly. It being possible that such may be the fact, let us 
inquire what good cat result from Sabbath schools, 
even admitting that only the ordinary branches of edu. 
cation are there taught. What benefits can be derived 
from such institutions that cannot be attained by the 
encouragement of common’ schools throughout ‘ogy 
country? It must be confessed that our country is 
deplorably situated, if there cannot be any means de- 
vised to educate the tising generation. The resources 
of this state, we affirm, are amply sufficient for that 
purpose, and the same remark will hold good when 
applied to any other member of the Union. But ad- 
mitting that the contrary is the fact, it would remain 
to be ascertained that Sabbath schools are less expen- 
sive to the people than others,. Taking into the esti- 
mate the amount expended ‘in employing travelling 
ministers to organize those schools, the time and labour 
employed in carrying into effect those deep laid plans, 
and add to all this the petty tax of a penny a monthor 
a week, which is often exacted from the pupils, &c. &c, 
and we veuture to say that Sabbath schools are actu- 
ally as expensive, if not more sg, than any others where 
the common branches of education are taught. 
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SPREAD OF TRUTH. 

From all we can learn it appears that the progres 
of truth and liberal principles lias been greatly accele- 
rated within a few years throughout the Union, and 
particularly in the middle and western sections of this 
state. We speak advisedly when we say that ina 
large extent of territory in which this paper is citcnla- 
ted the spread of the gospel has been éntirely’ unpre- 
cedented. There is not a place of any considerable 
note from this village west, within the limits of the state, 
where we have not substantial and well informed 
friends who are taking active measures to erect in the 
hearts of their fellow men the altar cf divine light and 
love, Our information from Ohio is equally flattering. 
A letter lately received from a valued correspondent in 
the county of Geauga, informs us that in the northern 
section of that state there are more than seven thou- 
sand Universalists! In many parts of Pennsylvania 
the cause presents’an appearance no less flattering — 
The same remarks apply to most of the western states 
and territories. We have also received intelligeiice 
from Alabama, Missouri, Illinois, Virginia, and South 
Carolina, in many parts of which truth is pag? 
take root, and will “ run and be glorified.” 

In the county of Cayugs, there is at present an al- 
most universal inquiry * what shall we do to besaved” 
from devouring priestcraft? It would seem that the 
time had come when a voice from heaven is about to 
proclaim “ Behold! I make all things new.” Indeeil, 
we have every reason to believe, that if the friends of 
truth are consistent, the Babel of drthodoxy and s- 
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perstition willere Jong tumble tothe ground, One of 
the'strongest evidences that such a result will soon bé 
witnessed is the fact that the abettors of the once popu- 
lar schemes of the priests eré redoubling their exer- 
tions to sustain their Moloch~“This circumstance is a 
dear indication of the shortnees of the time of their 
reign, for it is to-be expected that previous to the bind- 
ing of the monster, with the strong chains of truth, 
it will make a desptrate struggle for life. 

All that isnow wanted to'render the victory com- 
plete, is to have a proper regard paid to the God-glo- 
tifying principles of impartial benevolence. Let. all 
Universalists be careful to avoid the extravagancies of 
their opponents ; tet them adhere rigidly to the equali- 
zing doctrines and precepts of the gospel ; let the peo- 
ple see to their rights and seduously guard the altar of 
liberty from any encroachments; let them aet to one 
end, with one spirit, with faithfulness; and nothing 
that we have reason to anticipate, can prevent them 
from gaining the object of their pursuit. 

We cannot close this article, without adverting to 
some things which have greatly retarded the progress 
of truth. We allude to the unhappy differences of 
opinion which have existed in our order, on matters of 
minor consequence, and the measures adopted by the 
different parties which have been produced by the agi- 
tation of those subjects. We have witnessed with as- 
tonishment and regret, a meanness of conduct, a disre- 
gard of individual feeling and character, which, till of 
late, we did not believe could be found among us. We 
shall not particularize,—we feel ourself above the 
reach or influence of such contemptible measures.— 
Why it is, we are unable to divine, unless superiour 
success having crowned the labours of some, they have 
beeome innocently the objects of envy and persecution. 
Feeling ourselves secure in the approbation of our 
numerous patrons, we shall Go on—neither turning to 
t: right hand or to the left, to obtain the approba- 
tion, or avoid the contumely of our cotemporaries,— 
Having learned by experience, that men may some- 
times degrade themselves by stooping to reprove the 
insolent, we shall avoid incurring the evil hereafter. 

We would again beg leave tu express the gratitude 
of our heart, for the unequalled increase of our pat- 
ronage. Already several hundred new names have 
been added to our list of subscribers, and it continues 
toincrease. Without this unqualified token of pub- 
lick approbation, we should have sunk under accumu- 
lated cares; but with the smiles of heaven to invigor- 
ate the mind, and the desire of being useful in spread- 
jug the trath, we shall persevere in the good and 
glorious cause, without looking back upon the evils we 
have hitherto encountered. 

eee pede 


. MEW ARRANGEMENT. 

The cares, perplexities, and duties, of the conductor 
of a periodical paper, either religions, political, or lite- 
rary, are ordinarily numerous and great. But standing 
as the editor of this publication has, for some time, in 
the capacity of editor and one of the publishers, fre- 
quently suffering from constitutional debility and from 
too great exertion in the performance of parochial and 
other Jabours, it has been thought best, for months past, 
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if possible, to effect some permanent arrangement, by 
.these complicated cares and heavy burtheng 
‘be taken from his shoulders, This measure has 
been deemex advisable from ihe considerution that any 
one who is by his profession ted into the field of con- . 
troversy, and by his situation often compelled to attend 
assiduously to the investigation of momentous sab- 
jects, should have his mind free from cares of a pecun- 
iary nature, at liberty to devote itself to other matters 
than ascertaining the balance of the cash account, the 
dun of ‘the paper-maker, or the other concerns appé+~ 
taining to an establishment so extensive a» (his. . 

When the subscriber eutered upon the responsibili- 
ties of this eoncern he did it, not with the of 
wealth, (for tliat is altogether out of the question) but 
because no one else appeared willing to encounter the 
task by continuing the work. The prospect of doing 
good stimulated ium to exertion ; out at atime when 
there was but little to encourage himjyhe with ‘ethers 
assumed the management and control of the work.— 
An appeal was made to our generous friends, and it 
was not made in vain. By their friendly aid, we have 
been enabled to continue it, until at this time we are 
gratified in placing it in the hands of a worthy ard 
valued friend, who willdo all in the power ef man to 
do, towards rendering it permanently and eminently 
useful. We now flatter ourselves that nocontingency 
within the ken of human foresight can prevent the 
continuance and perity of the establishment. As 
will be seen from the , following certificates, Mr. U. F. 
Doubleday is now the sole and exclusive proprietor of 

is paper, commencing with the year of our Lord 1628. 
All letters and communications, therefore, which relite 
to the Sixth and sabsequent Volumes of the Gospel Ad- 
vocate, must be addressed to him, pustage paid. The 
subscriber will continue, as heretofore to conduct the 
editorial department of the work, but would have it 
expressly understood, that hereafter he will have no 
right title or interest in the pecunitiry concerns of the 
establishment. L. 8. EVERETT. 


This is to certify, that for a valuable consideration 
expressed in a certain urtiele of agreement made. on 
the 16th day of January A. D. 1828, by us, with U. F. 
Doubleday Esq. we have transferred all right, title, and 
interest in the .** Gospel Advocate and Impartial Inves- 
om to him, from and after the first day of January 
aforesaid ; and that he is the sole proprietor of the same. 

L. 8. EVERETT. 
’ G. TUTTLE. 

In closing the ar; ment, an ent hae been 
made by which all pa due for the Fifth Volume of 
the Gospel Advocate, are to Le ‘paid to Mr. Gersham 
Tuttle. Those indebted to the establishment for Vol. 5. 
will therefore govern themselves accordingly. Remit- 
tances, if e by mail, must be addressed (postage 
paid) to G. Tuttle, Auburn, Cayuga, Co. N. Y. 

L. S. EVERETT. 
p_—__—_—____ 

DistressinG Accipent.—Drowned, in this village 
on Friday the 11th inst. Hiram, son of Mr. Uphnam of 
this p'ace, aged 6 years. His absence excited alarma 
few minutes from the time he left the house, and 
prompt exertions were made to find the little sufferer ; 
but owing to the rapidity of the current of the outlet, 
his remains were not discovered till the next day in the 
afternoon. “ . 


The following is from “* The. Morning Star and 
City Watchman,” a new publication in Boston, 
by Rev. Elias Smith, now a Christian-Preacher. 

ORTHODOXY. 
To ancient times, when opinion was punisha- 
ble by law, much stress was laid on this word: 
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» for it means, ‘soundness in opinion and-doc- | &h can rest with complacency, it ts when two 
trine ;” or; not“ Acretical” Once goversment | hearts are bouad in that tie which no man“ean 
decided what was orthodox, and what was | put asunder.” And those who are fond of ob- 
ietérodox. As vo such word is found in the | 8etving (he various scenes of life, the wedding. 
scriptures. ech one decides for himself what | day incidents will afford a theme in. which 
is orthodox or employs, and pays anoilier to | fancy can revel in wild and happy luxuriance, 
decide for him, and keep up the decision. Although it is a time for rejuicing, as eve 
aig wy The most exact description of orthodoxy, I | pretty face will tell by (he smile that plays 
we ever soon, is that said to be given by Dr. | “pon it. yet at times, a sulomuity will steal un- 
Fothergit, « physician, and Quaker preacher | @ares over the mind, as we ponaérupon the 
Evgland. As he wasa aoted man, malti- | futare, that isali wrapped in darkness, “ugtil 
tades went to’ hear him preach. According to | our feclings will be fora moment lost in mild, 
commun practice of that order of people, he | "ch reverie. 
sat some titad id silence He then rose, look- I recollect in youth, being present when.an 
ed roand of the assembly, and thus addressed old favourite of mine was married ; and now 
them :—* My friends, Fhave beon thinking ot | recall it before me, in retr@spection as it then 
dne word of three syllables, and that one word | Was. With her [ spent many a happy hour, 
is, Orthodox.” ére he patiged for some time, for she had the power to banish melancholy, 
and then proceeded to say, “ And—my friends, |-20d to create feclings as buoyant and as tively 
I have been thinking of one word of three |" the minds of others, as reigned within her 
s,llables, which explainsit, and that word is | 0W® Lo innocence, in gaiciy, in beauty she 
“uppermost.” He proceeded no farther, but | became a bride. They stood beside each 
sat dowa} the assembly separated, and weat to | other, their haods were joined, the sacred vow 
(heir homes, Some at first complained of go- | “as made, the pledge was given. 
ing so farto hear but two words; but atier-| Then comes the joy of the bridal feast, con- 
wards, it-was agreed that the Doctor delivered | genial spirits blended into one. ‘The dreamso 
a very great and true sermon, and one easy to youth have ceased, but a reality more fair has 
remember. succeeded, Yes; he has chosen one who 
That this is a just explanation of orthodory, | ill remain firm wien ihe gay triends of youth 
is plain trom the history of former years.— | bave disappeared. Together they will go to 
When the Catholick Religion prevailed above | Struggle against the current, or sail along in 
all other systems, and the Bishop of Rome | the sunshine of prosperity. ‘Their aim is the 
was considered god npon earth, this was ortho- | awe, their affections are linked together, and 
dox, or uppermost ;--when the English threw * Time but the impression stronger makes, 
‘off the Catholick power, set up for themselves, As streanis their chaunels deeper wear. 
and established Episcopacy, the 39 articles ; Such are the fancies that float around when 
killed and banished heretics ; Episcopacy was | 9 g#y smiling bride is before us. Life is rob- 
orthodox, oruppermost. When Presbyterianism | bed of her ills aod robed iv smiles. 
prevailed over Episcopglianism and was estab- He who passes through life without ever 
lished, by law,/this was orthodox. When the | feeling the soft rapture of that charm which 
Trinitarians had more power than Arians, that | WOMAN possesses, when age has whitened his 
was orthodox ; but whea Arianism prevailed, | locks, and the incidents of her pilgrimage pass 
that was uppermost. | in review before him, will acknowledge that 
In this Da ates, no one denomination has any | "edding scenes are sunny spots that glitter on 
pre-eminence above another, by law ; and here | the landscape of his memory ; they are scenes 
any denomination, who thik they are more in which he would become an interested parti 
righteous than others, may cull themselves cipator, for he now feels he 1s alone in the. 
upperinost, whether others think so or not — | world ; there ts no heart that beats in unision 
According to what is said, there is now consi- | With his, no haod to smooth the pillow where 
-derable orthodoxy among us. We have now, | 2nguish dwells, vor hang with the fondness of 
orthodoa meeting-houses— orthodox ministers— | #fiection over the fevered frame. — 
-orthodoz sermong—orthodox prayers—ortho- But very different are the feelings of the 
dox hymns and singing—orthodox bibles—or- Young euthusiastic, when they mingle in the 
thedox tracts—orthodoz magszines—orthodoz | wedding joy, gaze upon a happy groom and 
missionaries—orthodoz revivals--orthodoz con- . SMUing bride. Pauey have a thousand fairy 
versions, duc, One minister told me, there | inks woven in a chain around them, by the 
yas but one man ia Boston who coald make busy imagination.— Chris. Reg. 
an orthodox wig, We may yet have orthodox | | 
books, printers, tavern-keepers, and orthodoz | FOREIGN MISSIONARIES. ; 
horses aud carriages; as whatever is upper- | We wonid, witb all our hearts, let Foreign 
most is orthodox | Missionary Societies and their duings remain 
EEO 2 | without notice, if they would cease to sponge 
Tue Weppinc.—lIi there be a single scene | and swindle the public. As God is our judge, 
in this wide world, on which the eye ot Heav-! we do not wish ever again to have occasion to 
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qmention them, but a duty we owe to the peo- 


ple compels us to put them on theif guard,» 


against the whole system and its effects, ‘The | 
cause, in the first place, is a mere visiynary, 
quixotick one; founded by eathusiatts” Who 
thought it as easy to féform that /ritle spot.on 
the globe, termed heathen land, as it was ito 
root vice from their own parishes: men who 
thought nothing of seas to be crossed, rivers 
forded, deserts traversed, mountains ascended, 
precipices scaled; nothing of sickly climates 
god savage hordes: they had reposed on /heds . 
of down and dreamed out great conquests 
over the beathen gods of the eastern world, 
without a thought of pain in its accowplish- 
meat, or a suspicion of tnsvundness in the 
scheme they had planned. fo the second place, 
the agents of these sucieties, being like other 
men proporiionably bad, are not to be trustea 
merely because they belong to the class deno- 
winated clergy ; they have made improper uses 
of monies collected tu disseminate the gospel 
in Asia, what binders them from doing it aguin ? 
they have done wrong repeatedly, who gvuar- 
aunties to me or (o any other person, their good 
behavivur for the future? if they cannot work 
a reformation in their owa body, can they re- 
form the Hindoos? if those who are bern and 
bred in a christian country, and have the ad. 
vantages of a classical education and even 
initiated into the mysteries of theology, are 
proof against their precepts and admonitions, 
in practice, if not in profession, how mach may 

they hope toaid the ignorant pagan, with a 

multitude of. prejudices on his mind? In the 

third place, if this scheme of general conver- 
sion Was not Visignury and defective, if its 
agents were net dishonest; there is still an- 
other good reason why this general system of 
«begging should not be carried on: It is a well 
known fact, that there are in every communi- 
ty, men who are wiiling to give beyond their 
means ou almost all occasions, and would suon- 
et part with the necessuries of life, than refuse 
them to one who tuld a lameatable story and 
asked their relief—were it the last dollar in 
the pockct—or the last loaf of bread—or the 
clothes from off the back. This class ot peo- 
ple ought to be protected from the impor- 
wnities of clerical beggars, who uuwilling to 
get their living by honest industry, subsist upon 
the earnings of others.—NV. Star. 

nse 
From the Universalist Magazine. 
PRIDE REPROVED. 

1 Con, 1v. 7, “ For who maketh thee to differ 
from another ? And what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive 
tt, why dost thou glory as tf thou hadst not 
received it ?” 

The first question ia this passage is evidently 
designed as an assertion that whatever diffar- 
ence there may bei ween men, in relation to the 
Writer’s subject, such difference must be owing 





| another.” 


| eis Sam 
“any man possesses, as a qualificativd: i tt ae 


- fulness, he has received as a kind ) 





tothe allwise direction of Him who dispenses: 


every good and pertect gift. : : 
It seems that the subject to which the ae 


_ tle here refers embraces whatever endowments — 
are in such a manner estimable as to inclis 
_ the incantious to “ be puffed up for one against — " ‘ 


The second question asserts, that ' 


for which eis in duty bound to be thaukfal, 


The last question reprimands such ‘as are 


vain of those gifis, which make, them, differ 


from otbers, and cautions them, not fo. glory, 
by way of boasting, as if they were ~Agin 
ed to the giver for such favours. — 

Being taught the Icsson of our text, and 
having our minds #nd bearts regulated by ‘the 
sentiments it teaches, we shail watch over oor- 
selves and carefully guard against the folly 
which the text wasdesigned to correct. 

lf among professing christians, we meet with 
those, why think s@-highly of theie spiritual 
graces, asto be constantly speaking of them, 
as one praises himself, our tex4.should be their 
admonition. If a man endcavour to entertain 
us with a long and circumstantial account of 
his habits of piety, and seem inclinéd to re- 
proach ethers for coming short of his standard, 
the instractions of our text might prove salu- 
tary to him. Ifa preacher appear to be vain of 
his pablick gifts, and seem inclined to vapour 
in his own praise; he should be called to con. 
sider the meekness of the divine master, and 
the reproof of this portion.of.scripture.... hw 
minister render himself remarkable for boast- 
ng of bis literary acquiremevis, does he not 
need to be reminded of the usefal instructions 
found in the passage which beads this article ? 
Such imprudence is also well corrected by the 
suggestion of Solomon; “ Let another man 
praise thee, and not thine agra mouth ; 4 stran- 
ger, und not thine own lips ” H. B. 

FST TE ET 


” 


A queint writer of sentences in the Galaxy 
says, “ | have seen women so delicate, that 
they were afraid to ride, for fear the herse 
might runaway; afraid to sail for fear the boat 
might overset; afraid to walk for fear the 
dew might fall; but I never saw que‘ afraid to 
be married” 





> The “ Session"—we must speak ecclesiastically, . 
which has been in labour for abont one year, has at 
last, after a mighty struggle excommunicated one of its 
members, Mre. Shields, for the “ crime” of denying the 
infallibility of the Presbyterian Church of Aubura.— 
We shall gratify the publick witha history of the tran- 
saction in our next. At the same time, we are author- 
ized to assure the gentlemen composing the session, 
that Mrs. S. will not attend their meeting on Monday 
next, to“show cause” &c. nor will she condescend to 
notice their conduct in any other way than-by expos- 
ing to publick contempt the course they have adopted. 
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Portick Bepyartwrent. 


From the Portland Observer. 
THE FLOWER. 
Specimen of the lights and shadows of a 
WANDERER’S LIFE. 
Far in a wild where Nature sat sublime, 
otir'd from scenes of busy bustling iife— 
Where awtany the ragged mountains frown’d 
That seem’d, like guards, to keep the world at bay— 
Where sigh’d the winds in deep, sepulehral tones, 
Through pines that seemed coeval with their hills, 
It grew: and, oh, it was a lovely flower ! 
1 saw it, when "twas putting forth its sweets, 
Its lovely tints expanding to the view. 
In garden or parterre ne'er grew such flower. 
So iragile, soft and delicate its frame, 
That Heaveu’s own gentiest breath too rough appear’d 
To visit with a kiss its tender cheek. 
Such fragrance it exhal’d, methoughi it seem’d 
‘Yo breathe, as if ’twere animate, and fill’d 
With mind. It look’d as if *twere Innocence 
Herself, in person come, with pure intent, 
To breathe her spirit into mortal hearts. 
Personified the virtues in it seem’d, 
‘There white-1ob’d Chastity all smiling sat, 
By confidence upheld, and kept her throne ; 
While dowiucast Modesty, with blushing cheek, 
Retiring, hid herself among the leaves. 
And there—but, hold—lct me no more describe ; 
For “twas a flower beyond description fair ; 
And not for earth, but heaven, it seem'd design’d, - 
Awhile, (and twas a pleasing task,) "twas mine 
To tend this precious flower, to watch its growth, 
And draw its laient beauties forth to view. 
I've gaz’d on it by day, and dream’d by night ; 
And as [ gaz’d and thought, | beffer grew ; 
For, odours it sent forth, that, entering in, 
The heart did cleanse, refine and purity, 
The virtuous, still more virtuous made, 
While vice, abashed, in sitence turn’d away, 
I've thought, what pity, such a beauteous flow’r 
Should “ blush unseen” in wilderness like this; 
Where pois’nous repliles, blights and mildews dwell, 
Its worth unknown, its beauties unadmir’d ! 
Perhaps some rade, ungracious, impious hand 
Shall pluck thee, blooming, from thy parent stem, 


To fade and die on some unworthy breast.— 
* * *« 





°T was but a tear—a single silent tear— 

Deride it none ; for *twas an holy drop, 

More precious than Potosi’s richest mines, 

All pure and warm, forth from a feeling heart ; 

Nor could have stain’d the flower it fell upon. 

“ Thou, Lord, hast made us—thou alone art good : 

If weakness is asin, forgive this tear ; 

Nor ever give me heart less soft than this; 

For, oh! ‘tis pleasant often thus to sin— 

Thus to lament anticipated woes ; 

And, unresisting, yield to feeling’s sway.” 

The hour arriv’d—TI look’d a last adieu— 

It wav’d its head; its odours rose on high, 

As if anticipating Heaven’s design. 

+ Protect flower, all-gracious Heaven,” I cried— 

Fate gave the word; reluctant, I o’bey’d 

And onward took my melancholy way. W. Dz. 

erence aus 
FLATTERY. 
Flat’ry beware ! reject the syren strain! 
_ False friends conspire, anly to make you vain. 

Better is censure, and the critick’s frown, 
Which seek your good, and point to true renown. 
Heed Wisdom’s voice, and Virtue’s path pursu> ; 
Esteem and friendstip, then, will {Ollow you ; 
And gentle Love, pure, diffident and kind, 
Will trace your steps, nor loiter far behind. 








STANZAS, BY HENRY NEELE. 


Like the young spring-buds sweet and brizht, 
And like the lark, and like the light, 

And like the wind, and like the wave, 

E’en such is Hope; buds find a grave, 

The lark gives pluce unto the owl, 

The light must yield to darkness foul, 

The winds are fickle, waves betray, 

And Hope is falser far than they. ~ 


_ And like the dew upon the thorn, 
And like the blushtul break of morn, 
And like a vessel harbored well, 
And like a song and like a spell, 
Aad even such is Man: the dew exhales, 
The morning's past, the vessel sails, 
The song is sweet, but swiftly flies, 
The spell is broken—Man he dies. 


And like the azure skies of June, 

And like the sun, and like the moon, 
And like a bowl, and like a smile, 

And like'a taper’s burning pile, 

o’en such is Life: the chang’d sky rains, 
The sun goes down, the pale moon wanes, 
The bowl is drained, that smile’s the last, 
The taper's spent, aud Life is pest. 


THE DIAL OF FLOWERS.* 


Twas a lovely thought to mark the hours, 
As they floated in light-sway, 

By the opening and the folding flowers 
That laugh to the summer’s day. 


Thus hat each moment its own rich hue, 
And its graceful cup or bell, 
In whose colour'd vase might sleep the dew, 


Like a pearl in an ocean shell. - 


To such sweet signs might the time have flow’d 
In a golden current on, 

Ere from the gardea, man’s fitst abode, 
The glorious guests were gone. 

So might the days have been brightly told— 
Those days of song and dreams— . 


When shepherds gather'd their flocks of old, 
By the blue Arcadian streams, 


So in those isles of delight and rest 
Far off in a breezeless main, 

Which many a bark, with a weary quest, 
Hath sought but still in vain. 


Yet is not life in its real flight. 
Mark’d thus—even thus—on earth, 

By the closing of one hope’s delight, _ 
And another's gentle birth ? 


Oh! let us live, so that flower by flower, 
Shutting in turn, may leave 

A lingering still for the sun-set hour, 
A charm for the shade eve.— Urs. Hemans. 


*This dial was, I believe, formed by Lioneus, and 
marked the hours by the opening and closing, at regu- 
tar intervals, of the flowers arranged in it. 
———_— 
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